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Native Plant Nursery



About me: Kentucky & 
Appalachia



“Variations on a theme”





Over the 100th Meridian



High Plains



High Plains

● High exposure / Low precipitation
● Fairly consistent geomorphology
● Often dense soils
● Grass dominated community



Foothills



Foothills

● Greater precipitation
● Variable exposure
● Erratic geomorphology 
● Parent geology - niche specialists
● Often Mineral & free draining soils



Ecotones



Ecotones

● Transitional environment and 
floral communities

● Species rich
● “Edge cases”



● Density
● Matrix 
● Emergents
● Texture
● Movement

Grassland
inspiration

A Living 
Mosaic



Foreground:

Penstemon virgatus
“Wand Penstemon”

Bouteloua curtipendula
“Sideoats Grama”

Echinacea angustifolia
“Narrow-Leaved Coneflower”

Background:

Penstemon strictus
“Rocky Mountain Penstemon”

Artemisia frigida
“Fringed Sage”

Gaillardia aristata
“Blanket Flower”



● Microclimates
● Customized soils
● Minimal footprints  
● Displays

Cracks, Crevices, and 
Containers



Right:

Eremogone congesta
“Ball-headed Sandwort”

Erigeron compositus
“Fern Leaf Fleabane”

Left:

Eriogonum umbellatum
“Sulfur Buckwheat”

Penstemon clutei
“Sunset Crater Penstemon”

Cracks, Crevices, and 
Containers



Containers 
make great 
displays. They 
also protect 
plants & 
passerbys 
alike.

Cracks, Crevices, and 
Containers



● Low forms
● Hardy habits
● Boundary 

blurring
● Hydrology hacks 

Edge Plants



Edge Plants

<-
Penstemon caespitosus
“Mat penstemon”

      ->
Antennaria parvifolia
“Little-leaf Pussytoes”



Even borders can be diverse & contrasting!

Edge Plants

(Below) Erigeron vetensis & Oenothera macrocarpa 
 (Right) Glandularia bipinnatifida & Oenothera serrulata 



Remember: it starts 
with the site



Q&A


