
BASIC GARDEN DESIGN
(FOR POLLINATORS)

Isaiah Smith



Isaiah Smith ismith@cheyennecity.org



Isaiah Smith ismith@cheyennecity.org



Isaiah Smith ismith@cheyennecity.org



Isaiah Smith ismith@cheyennecity.org



Isaiah Smith ismith@cheyennecity.org



Isaiah Smith ismith@cheyennecity.org



Isaiah Smith ismith@cheyennecity.org



Isaiah Smith ismith@cheyennecity.org

Why Design a Garden?
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Factors for Pollinator Habitat

Food Source
 All season long

Water Source

Shelter

You
 Vegetables?
 Aesthetically Pleasing?
 How do you use the space?
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Food Sources
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July

Genus Specific Epithet Variety

April May June August September

Bloom Calendar
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Gaillardia sp.
Blanket Flower

July-Sept

Linum lewisii
Blue Flax

May

Echinacea angustifolia
Coneflower

July
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Bloom Calendar

Echinacea angustifolia x X x

Gaillardia sp. x x x x X X X X X x x x x x

Linum lewisii x X x

July

Genus Specific Epithet Variety

April May June August September
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Water Sources
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Nesting Material 
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Basic Design Principles:

Form

Texture

Color

Scale

Repetition
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Design Element: Form

 The overall shape of a feature. Can include plants, hardscapes, art, etc.

 Plant forms allow you to change the way a plant looks in the design and can change 
how it functions in the design.

 Common Plant Forms:
  Round
  Oval
  Vase
  Pyramidal
  Columnar
  Weeping
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Low (<6”) Groundcover

Columnar Grass
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Design Element: Texture

 The general look of an individual element. In plants, foliage mostly contributes to 
texture.

 Texture can change depending on distance from element. 

 Texture is coarse, medium, or fine in appearance.
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Coarse Medium Fine
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Narrow Leaf Perennial

Coarse-leaved Shrub
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Design Element: Color

 Color can relate to flowers, foliage, and to non-plant elements in a design. 

 Color can change over the course of a season. 

 Common color schemes:

  Warm colors – reds, oranges, yellows
  Cool colors – blues, purples, greens
  Contrasting colors – blue/orange, yellow/purple, red/green
  Monochromatic – one color 
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Design Element: Scale

  Scale is a relation of one or more design elements to another. Scale can 
change the feeling of a space and the perception of relative size.
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Design Element: Repetition

 Repetition is the repeated use of design elements to create a sense of pattern or 
rhythm in the overall design.
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Denver Botanic Gardens 

Ornamental Grasses Garden
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Repeated use of same 
color Winter Interest 

Ornamental Grass
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ISAIAH SMITH
ismith@cheyennecity.org
Cheyenne Botanic Gardens

www.botanic.org
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