
Alaska! And the Pacific Flyway Council!

New perspectives on birds and bird management



Alaska, by the numbers.

570,00 square miles  - over twice the size of Texas

8 national parks.  By area over half of the national park land 
system.

16 NWR

565 species of birds seen there.    WY = 449  CA = 703

49th state, entered the union in 1959

Over 700,000 people



Pacific Flyway Council

Made up of the 12 states west of the Continental Divide: Alaska, Washington, Oregon, California,
Arizona, Nevada, Idaho, Utah, New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, and Montana.

New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, and Montana are split by the Continental Divide and are also in
the Central Flyway and that council.

Federal FWS and other partners help in the process, but the state representatives are the ones
that have a vote in decisions.

The Study Committee is involved in deciding hunting seasons and other management associated with 
birds like ducks, geese, cranes, doves, etc.

The Nongame Technical Committee involves itself in decisions about birds that aren’t hunted normally,
such as raptors, ravens, cormorants, passerines, etc.

The Committees meet twice a year, rotated among the member states based on the chairperson for 
that year.  Wyoming hosts in 2024.















































































































But Grant, what about the birds?
Answer:  Their coming!





















































Swans
Trumpeter swans are a protected species in 
WY.

By the 1930’s, fewer than 100 remained 
south of Canada

Wyoming continues to have a program to 
expand both the range and numbers of 
nesting swans.

Their smaller cousin, the Tundra swan, is 
numerous in other states though.

Utah, for example, has a swan hunting 
season, but every swan has to be checked, 
and when a certain number of trumpeter 
swans get killed, the season is closed.



Bald eagles
Protected by Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act since 1940

Formerly listed under the Endangered 
Species Act also

In Alaska, bounties were paid on eagles from 
1917 to 1953 because of perceived threats to 
salmon industry

Over 120,000 bounties were paid, but there 
were obviously more killed

When Alaska became a state in 1959, bald 
eagles came under the protection of the 
Eagle Act



Common raven
An intelligent bird, it takes advantage of 
resources and infrastructure provided by 
man

Has become a threat to a variety of different 
creatures: Greater sage grouse in the interior 
west, desert tortoise in the desert areas, 
several bird species along the coast

They also have their fans and defenders

FWS is trying to work out a system where the 
conflicting needs of different protected 
species can be accounted for.

This leads us to -



Double-crested 
cormorants
The Columbia River between OR and WA 
used to have a large salmon run, which the 
FWS is attempting to restore

A great deal of shipping uses the river as 
well, and dredging is done to create deep 
channels

The material that gets dredged has been 
deposited in one area long enough to create 
a large, permanent, flat island that is great 
for nesting

DCCO have found a perfect place to nest and 
raise their young with a large supply of 
government-supplied salmon to feed them



Caspian tern
Caspian terns nesting in the same area are 
having the opposite problem – their numbers 
are decreasing

The large number of protected bald eagles in 
the area fly by their nesting areas, causing 
them to flush, and…

The large number of protected gulls fly in 
and eat their eggs or young



Subsistence hunting

• Imagine being in a bleak winter landscape for 
months in the Arctic

• Think Rawlins, but with less wind

• You have subsisted on last years stores of meat 
since fall

• All of a sudden, on the wing comes a whole 
new, fresh source of food – birds and their eggs
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